DEVELOPING MIXED-METHODS

Anthropology has long been using mixed methods—which are inherent in
ethnographic research (See Pelto, 2017). At the time | was conducting my disser-
tation research (1980-81) and conducted two projects: The childbirth (nursing) dis-
sertation was qualitatively-driven, and the infant feeding dissertation (anthropol-
ogy) was quantitatively-driven. At that time. | had not read Jennifer Greene’s? et
al. (1989) seminal work about mixed methods but had read about triangulation.
Therefore, when | wrote the much cited article: Approaches to qualitative-quanti-
tative methodological triangulation.® | used the term “triangulation’—which of
course should have been mixed methods. (Apologies, Jennifer). However, in this

article, | developed the notation system that is used widely in mixed methods.

Both dissertation projects were integrated at the results level, and both were one
project consisting of a qualitative core (Nursing, childbirth) and a quantitative core
(in Anthropology infant feeding), so that when | commenced writing and teaching
mixed-methods, | insisted that mixed-methods was a single method project, with
added qual or quan supplements. Hence the hyphen, that is supposed to remind
users that they are doing one method with strategies as supplements. Mixed meth-
ods (without a hyphen, | prefer to place in the category of multiple methods, as
both “strands” are complete methods that stand on their own, and often published

separately.
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In addition to the hyphen bit, | differ from other mixed methods researchers

on several other important points, but | note they are coming to see things my way,
but sometimes change the terms. Concepts | have introduced into mixed methods
(mostly the 1991 article?) are:

1) Theoretical drive, also Qualitatively-driven and Quantitatively-driven;

2) Pacing

3) Research narrative

4) Simultaneous +

. MIXED METHOD
5) Sequential —> DESIGN

PRINCIPLES AND PROCEDURES

6) Core component JANICE M. MORSE & LINDA NIEHAUS

7) Supplemental component

Essentials of
Qualitatively-Driven

8) Linklng Il\Dllei)s(iegdl;i\/Iethod
9) Point of Interface JANICE M. MORSE

In 2017, | made a plea for the lack of attention to qualitatively-driven mixed
methods, and presently developing a new approach, Inquiry-led mixed-methods.
Inquiry-led mixed-method will emphasize the malleability and inductive advantages
of mixed-methods designs.

| taught mixed-methods at the PHD & post doc level from 2000-2006 at the Uni-
versity of Alberta; and from 2007-2020 at the University of Utah. Publications in

mixed-methods include:
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