WOMEN’'S HEALTH

My interest in women’s health extended directly from my two dissertations in Fiji. The
programs in women'’s health that followed in subsequent years, were the patterns and context

of breast feeding and adolescent response to menarche.

The Context of Pain During Childbirth

Pain and pain behavior during childbirth, is culturally consistent. My research compared the
responses of Fijian mothers and Fiji-Indian mothers. Understanding of the cultural values and
normative behaviors was obtained from interviews with Fijian wise ladies and Fiji Indian dai.
Observations were conducted during labor and delivery, and interviews were conducted with
mothers following labor. Differences between the two cultural groups were documented. Pain
expectation and attribution was measured in each group using paired comparison—a technique
that compares pain attribution with other painful events in each culture.
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This program then moved to the perception of painful events generally:
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