
On Writing 
 

Learning to write came slowly—and sometimes painfully. I credit writing 
“schooling” to my high school teacher, Miss Mabel Ray, who insisted we write, and 
read, and read. The educational system in New Zealand did not use multiple choice 
questions.  I had to learn how to answer those once I moved to the US (and I found 
it painful! None of the answers were correct. I was counseled to choose the most 
right! Grief. Is this an approximate educational system?) Thus, undergraduate 
education was a struggle. I fared much better in graduate school writing papers. 
Even writing a thesis or dissertation was not a hurdle and in 1981, when I wrote 
and defended two dissertations in six months. Later, with busy appointments as a 
professor, I could not find blocks time to write, so made time by getting up at 4am 
every day. I considered writing the most important part of my appointment for 
unless you publish, you have nothing at the end of a project. 
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